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January? 



Why do we celebrate Australia Day on 26th January? 

• It is the anniversary of 
the arrival of the first 
fleet, and the raising of 
the Flag of Great Britain 
at Sydney Cove on 26th 
January 1788 

 

 



• There were about 1420 people in 
the first fleet which consisted of 
775 convicts and 645 officials, 
members of the crew and their 
families and children.  

• Among the crew was the first 
chaplain; the Reverend Richard 
Johnson.   

• Reverend Johnson’s duties 
improving "public morality" and 
also health and education.  

 

 

 



The first church service in Australia 

•   

• The first Christian service was held 
on Sunday 3rd February 1788 He 
chose for his text the 12th and 
13th  verse of Psalm 116, "  

• 12What shall I render to the Lord 
    for all his benefits to me? 
13 I will lift up the cup of salvation 
    and call on the name of the 
Lord, 



 
An adventure in prayer –Ps 116  

 
• 1 I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my pleas for 

mercy.  

• 2 Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long 
as I live.  

• 3 The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold 
on me; I suffered distress and anguish.   

• 4 Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, deliver my 
soul!” 

 



But Australia day has not always been celebrated on the 26th January.   
 

• It was not until 1994 
that Australia day on 
26th January became 
an Australia wide 
public holiday 
 



 
The First People 
 

• At the arrival of the first fleet that 
there were about 750,000 aboriginal 
and Torres Strait islanders in 
Australia.   

• Some call Australia day Invasion Day 

• In 2016 -54% of the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander population 
were Christian compared to 52% of 
the Australian population.   

 



The First People 

• Christianity has influenced Aboriginal 
spirituality in many ways, and many 
Aboriginal people are Christians. 

•  Aboriginal and Christian spirituality can 
often peacefully coexist in the same 
person's belief system.   

• Stan Grant aboriginal journalist ‘I can't 
imagine the Aboriginal community I grew 
up in without Christianity. Church was a 
black church’.   
 



The First People 

• Phill Moncrieff, Aboriginal musician and pastor says 

• Christianity is not about what more God 
can do for me, but rather what me and 
God can do for others.  



The First People 
• Steve, an Aboriginal man from the Sydney region, Says  

• For me Jesus and God are the sole deities I believe in. God "revealed 
himself" to me. For me the Bible has answered all my questions about 
the past, present and future, with this knowledge how can I not let go 
of former beliefs. I still respect the culture and honour the elders. 
Traditions and customs such as preservation of the land and native land 
title I'm very passionate about. It in no way conflicts with my chosen 
faith. 

• Other quotes from Aboriginal Australians  

• The God that I believe in is for Aboriginal people to help them with 
better education, health and letting go of substance abuse introduced 
by the British ruling classes. By practicing Christianity I become a better 
Aboriginal [person]. I don't smoke (introduced). I don't drink 
(introduced). I don't swear (introduced). I promote preservation of the 
land and respect to the elders. 

 



The First People 
• Christianity is strong in some 
Aboriginal teams, where football 
teams regularly gather for 
prayers before games  



Australia’s Immigration 
History 
 
• Convict Transportation 

• From 1788 to 1868 more than 
160,000 convicts came to Australia - 
a journey that took roughly 8 months 
by sea.  

• Many prisoners never made it to the 
final destination and died on the 
journey  
 



Free Immigrants 
 
• Between 1793 and 1850 nearly 

200,000 free settlers chose to come 
to Australia to start a new life.  

• The majority were English workers, 
with some Irish and Scottish 
migrants. 
 

 



The Gold Rush 
 
• Thousands of people came to 

Australia during the 1850s gold 
rushes, many of them Chinese. 

•  By 1901, Chinese were the 
third largest migrant group in 
Australia  

• When the gold was exhausted 
many took up market 
gardening or established 
businesses 



Labourers 
• In the second half of the 19th-

century South Sea Islanders were 
recruited to work on Queensland 
sugar plantations,  
 



Labourers 

• Afghan cameleers 
played a vital role in 
the exploration and 
opening up of the 
Australian outback, 
and Japanese divers 
contributed to the 
development of the 
pearling industry 



White Australia Policy 
 
Migrants had to pass a dictation test in 
any European language in order to 
enter Australia between 1901 and 
1958? 

• This placed certain restrictions on 
immigration and aimed to stop 
Chinese and South Sea Islanders 
from coming to Australia.  

• These laws were known as the White 
Australia policy,  



Populate or Perish 
• After World War 2, Australia 

promoted immigration to 
replenish the countless 
citizens lost at war. 

•  It accepted more than two 
million migrants and 
displaced people from 
Europe 

• Offered assisted £10 
passages to Australia to one 
million British migrants,  

• In the 1970s, repealed the 
restrictive White Australia 
policy. 



Boat People  

• In the late 1970s seaborne came 
from East Timor and then from 
Indochina, most fleeing from war 
and violence in their home 
countries.  

• The Vietnamese ‘boat people’ 
arrived  

• New concept of multiculturalism was 
developed 

• Most of the refugees were allowed 
to settle in Australia.  

 



 
Asylum Seekers 
 

 

• Since the late 1990s increasing 
numbers of asylum seekers 
fleeing conflict in the Middle 
East and Sri Lanka have arrived 
in Australia by boat.  
 



Jesus as a 
Refugee 

• Sometimes we may not have felt a sense of 
home in Australia.   

• But just as Jesus himself felt like a foreigner and 
reject in Nazareth and on earth, so His life and 
death and resurrection enable us to have Gods 
family as our home here in Australia, and then 
later in Heaven.  

• Jesus was a refugee.   

 



• In Australia at present 50% of our population 
are either immigrants themselves or have at 
least one parent who was born outside 
Australia. 

• Australia is a country of many different nations 
together, these have enriched our culture  

• They have also brought along their beliefs and 
religions.   

• Christianity is the most predominant religion in 
Australia,  

• 96% of the population were Christian in 1911  

• 52% in 2016  

 



Australian Constitution 
 
• In the preamble to the Australian 

Constitution which is to set the 
meaning (or the vibe) of the 
constitution reads;  

• “Whereas the people of New South 
Wales, Victoria, South Australia, 
Queensland, and Tasmania, humbly 
relying on the blessing of Almighty 
God, have agreed to unite in one 
indissoluble Federal 
Commonwealth….” 

 



Formation of the Constitution 

• Sir John Downer, 1898:     
• The Commonwealth of Australia 

will be, from its first stage, a 
Christian Commonwealth.”  

 



Formation of the Constitution 

• Sir Henry Parkes, known as “the 
Father of Australia’s Federation”,  
• We are pre-eminently a Christian 

people — as our laws, our whole 
system of jurisprudence, our 
Constitution… are based upon and 
interwoven with our Christian 
belief.”  

 



Formation of the Constitution 

• Alfred Deakin., asked for Christ’s 
blessing on the process of forming a 
constitution  
• “Thy blessing has rested upon us 

here yesterday and we pray that it 
may be the means of creating and 
fostering throughout all Australia a 
Christ-like citizenship.”  

 



God in the 
Formation of 

the 
Constitution 

• God was an important part of the formation of the 
Australian Federation and constitution 

• Acknowledgment of God into the preamble of the 
Australian Constitution occurred in response to 
overwhelmingly popular public support from the 
citizens of every colony in Australia. 

• Prayers that went into the drafting of the 
constitution and the federating of the Australian 
nation.  

• We see Australia as the great south land of the holy 
spirit  - prayers of those founding fathers looking to 
God’s oversight in producing our constitution.  



• It seems to me, that God has been such an 
important part of the formation of our 
nation, that without God there can be no 
Australia as we know it. 

• But we cannot sit on our laurels.  This is a 
time we need grappling, adventurous and 
bold prayer. 

•   We are not without some battles to 
maintain God at the centre of our country.  
Since federation in 1901, on every sitting 
day, in each house of the Australian 
parliament, the Lord’s prayer has been 
read.  The Greens are attempting to have 
this scrapped.   

 

 



• We need to pray for our 
government.  

• We need to pray for our land   

• We need to pray for all those 
in our country –  
 


